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this general reader s history of the ancient mediterranean combines a thorough grasp of the
scholarship of the day with an great historian s gift for imaginative reconstruction and
inspired analogy extensive notes allow the reader to appreciate thestate of scholarship at
the time of writing the scale and breadth of braudel s learning and the points where
orthodoxy has changed sometimes vindicating braudel sometimes proving him wrong above
all the book offers us the chance to situate braudel s mediterranean born of a lifetime s love
and knowledge more clearly in the climates of the sea s history

a  book  about  travel  around  the  mediterranean  describing  experiences  history  and
geography

a wonderfully concise and readable yet comprehensive history of the mediterranean sea the
perfect companion for any visitor or indeed anyone compelled to stay at home the grand
object of travelling is  to see the shores of the mediterranean samuel johnson 1776 the
mediterranean has always been a leading stage for world history it is also visited each year
by tens of millions of tourists both local and international jeremy black provides an account
in  which the experience of  travel  is  foremost  travel  for  tourism for  trade for  war  for
migration for culture or as so often for a variety of reasons travellers have always had a
variety of goals and situations from rulers to slaves merchants to pirates and black covers
them all from phoenicians travelling for trade to the modern tourist sailing for pleasure and
cruising in great comfort throughout the book the emphasis is on the sea on coastal regions
and on port cities visited by cruise liners athens barcelona naples palermo but it also looks
beyond notably to the other waters that flow into the mediterranean the black sea the
atlantic the red sea and rivers from the ebro and rhone to the nile much of western eurasia
and northern africa played and continues to play a role directly or indirectly in the fate of
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the mediterranean at times that can make the history of the sea an account of conflict after
conflict  but  it  is  necessary  to  understand these  wars  in  order  to  grasp  the  changing
boundaries of the mediterranean states societies and religions the buildings that have been
left and the peoples cultures senses of identity and histories black explores the centrality of
the mediterranean to  the western experience of  travel  beginning in  antiquity  with  the
phoenicians minoans and greeks he shows how the roman empire united the sea and how it
was later divided by christianity and islam he tells the story of the rise and fall of the
maritime empires of pisa genoa and venice describes how galley warfare evolved and how
the mediterranean fired the imagination of  shakespeare among many artists  from the
renaissance and baroque to the seventeenth century beginnings of english tourism to the
aegean sicily and other destinations black examines the culture of the mediterraean he
shows how english naval power grew culminating in nelson s famous victory over the french
in the battle of the nile and the establishment of gibraltar minorca and malta as naval
bases  black  explains  the  retreat  of  islam in  north  africa  describes  the  age  of  steam
navigation and looks at how and why the british occupied cyprus egypt and the ionian
islands he looks at the impact of the suez canal as a new sea route to india and how the
riviera became europe s playground he shows how the mediterranean has been central to
two world wars the cold war and ongoing conflicts in the middle east with its focus always on
the sea the book looks at the fate of port cities particularly alexandria salonika and naples

first published in great britain in 2011 by allen lane t p verso

studies of the pivotal historic place of the mediterranean have long been dominated by
specialists of its northern shores that is by european historians the seven leading authors in
this groundbreaking volume challenge views of mediterranean space as shaped by european
trajectories and in doing so they challenge our comfortable notions drawing perspectives
from  the  mediterranean  s  eastern  and  southern  shores  they  ask  anew  what  is  the
mediterranean what are its borders its defining characteristics what forces of nature politics
culture or economics have made the mediterranean and how long have they or will they
endure covering the sixteenth century to the twentieth this timely volume brings the early
modern world into conversation with the modern world in new ways demonstrating that only
recently can we differentiate the north and south into separate cultural and political zones
the making of the modern mediterranean views from the south offers a blueprint for a new
generation of readers to rethink the world we thought we knew

the focus of fernand braudel s great work is the mediterranean world in the second half of
the sixteenth century but braudel ranges back in history to the world of odysseus and
forward to our time moving out from the mediterranean area to the new world and other
destinations of mediterranean traders braudel s scope embraces the natural world and
material life economics demography politics and diplomacy

the majority of scholarly conceptions of the mediterranean focus on the sea s northern
shores with its historical epicentres of spain france or italy this book seeks to demonstrate
the  importance  of  economic  political  and  cultural  networks  emanating  from  the
mediterranean s lesser studied southern shores the various chapters emphasize the activities
that made connections between the southern shores sub saharan africa the lands along its
northern shores and beyond to the united states in doing so the book avoids a eurocentric
approach and details the importance of the players and regions of the southern hinterland
in the analysis of the mediterranean space the cultural aspects of the north african countries
be they music literature film commerce or political activism continue to transform the public
spheres of the countries along the northern shores of the mediterranean and beyond to the
whole of the european continent in its focus on the often overlooked north african shore the
work is an innovative contribution to the historiography of the mediterranean region this
book was originally published as a special issue of the journal of north african studies

this volume is an indispensable addition to the multidisciplinary coverage of the science of
the mediterranean sea the editors have gathered leading authorities from the fields of
marine  biology  ecology  paleoclimatology  chemical  and  physical  oceanography  zoology
botany aquatic photosynthesis socioeconomics mariculture mediterranean history and science
of humanity beginning with the birth of the mediterranean sea and its myths from coral to
fish an introduction is given to its major inhabitants of plants and animals past and present
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the chapters illustrate how organisms interact as part of the structure and function of the
sea s main ecosystems the rise of the mediterranean as the cradle of the western civilization
leads to a discourse on the status of human interaction with the sea accelerating global
climate change water warming ocean acidification and sea level rise and analyses of their
effects on key organisms entire ecosystems and human socioeconomics are given forecasting
and predictions are presented taking into account different future scenarios from the ipcc
international  panel  on climate change the volume is  richly  illustrated in  color  with  an
extensive bibliography a valuable addition to the limited literature in the field offering up to
date broad coverage merging science and humanities

a history of this hub of culture and commerce enviable readability an excellent classroom
text european history quarterly located at the intersection of asia africa and europe the
mediterranean has connected societies for millennia creating a shared space of intense
economic cultural and political interaction greek temples in sicily roman ruins in north africa
and ottoman fortifications in greece serve as reminders that the mediterranean has no fixed
national boundaries or stable ethnic and religious identities in the mediterranean world
monique o connell and eric r dursteler examine the history of this contested region from the
medieval to the early modern era beginning with the fall of rome around 500 ce and closing
with  napoleon  s  attempted  conquest  of  egypt  in  1798  arguing  convincingly  that  the
mediterranean should be studied as a singular unit the authors explore the centuries when
no lone power dominated the mediterranean sea and invaders brought their own unique
languages and cultures to the region structured around four interlocking themes mobility
state development commerce and frontiers this book including maps photos and illustrations
brings new dimensions to the concepts of mediterranean nationality and identity

this comprehensive study delves into the strategic importance of the mediterranean sea and
examines key conflicts as well as the roles of extra regional actors such as nato russia and
the usa in shaping dynamics within the eastern mediterranean

the  mediterranean  has  always  attracted  the  imagination  of  modern  historians  as  the
epicentre of great political entities such as the egyptians greeks romans arabs ottomans
venetians and spanish however it seems that the sea itself was always on the margins of
historical inquiry at least until the publication of the famous two volume work by f braudel in
1949 this collection of essays aims to offer a vertical history of war in the mediterranean sea
from the early middle ages to the early modernity putting the emphasis on the changing
face of several different aspects and contexts of war over time contributors are stephen
bennett stathis birtachas cornel bontea wayne h bowen lilia campana raffaele d amato elina
gugliuzzo  nikolaos  kanellopoulos  savvas  kyriakides  tilemachos  lounghis  alan  v  murray
chrysovalantis papadamou jacopo pessina philip rance georgios theotokis iason tzouriadis
ian wilson and aysel yildiz

as they travel around the sea at the center of western history eric newby and his wife wanda
visit not only the better known mediterranean sights and cities but also venture into places
where westerners are few albania under hoxha the holy muslim city of fez and a country
about to disappear in civil war the former yugoslavia eric newby entertains and enlightens
as he follows in the footsteps of cleopatra and st john and waits for a meeting with colonel
gaddafi with his customary flair for description he is equally at easy pondering king david s
choice of jerusalem as the site for a capital city or enjoying a meal cooked by one of france
s finest chefs his acute curiosity and encyclopedic knowledge combine to make absorbing
reading  whether  he  is  explaining  the  workings  of  a  defunct  turkish  harem  or  the
contemporary mafia from antiquity to the present eric newby s erudite engaging tale is not
a simple tour but a tour de force

the mediterranean has been for millennia one of the global cockpits of human endeavour
world class interpretations exist of its classical and subsequent history but there has been
remarkably little holistic exploration of how its societies culture and economies first came
into being despite the fact that almost all the fundamental developments originated well
before 500 bc mediterranean archaeology is  one of the worlds richest  sources for  the
reconstruction of ancient societies yet this book is the first to draw in equal measure on ideas
and information from the european western asian and african flanks as well as the islands at
the mediterraneans heart to achieve a truly innovative focus on the varied trajectories and
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interactions that created this maritime world the making of the middle sea is extensively
illustrated and ranges across disciplines subject matter and chronology from early humans
and the origins of farming and metallurgy to the rise of civilizations egyptian levantine
minoan mycenaean phoenician etruscan early greek and ultimately pan mediterranean

the mediterranean region contains a diverse and interesting climate ranging from areas with
permanent glaciers to areas of subtropical semiarid regions the region is potentially sensitive
to climate change and its  progress has environmental social  and economic implications
within  and  beyond  the  region  produced  by  the  mediterranean  climate  variability  and
predictability  research  networking  project  this  book  reviews  the  evolution  of  the
mediterranean climate over the past two millennia with projections further into the twenty
first century as well as examining in detail various aspects of the mediterranean region s
climate including evolution atmospheric variables and oceanic and land elements integrated
with  this  the  book  also  considers  the  social  and  economic  problems  or  vulnerabilities
associated with the region written and reviewed by multiple researchers to ensure a high
level of information presented clearly mediterranean climate variables will be an invaluable
source of information for geologists oceanographers and anyone interested in learning more
about the mediterranean climate written by leading experts  in the field presents  clear
compelling  and  concise  evidence  includes  the  latest  thinking  in  mediterranean  climate
research

the eastern mediterranean is one of the world s most vibrant and vital commercial centres
and for centuries the region s cities and ports have been at the heart of east west trade
taking  a  full  and  comprehensive  look  at  the  region  as  a  whole  rather  than  isolating
individual cities or distinct cultures cities of the mediterranean offers a fresh and original
portrait of the entire region from the 16th century to the present in this ambitious inter
disciplinary study the authors examine the relationships between the eastern mediterranean
port cities and their hinterlands as well as inland and provincial cities from many different
perspectives  political  economic  international  and  ecological  without  prioritising  either
ottoman anatolia or the ottoman balkans or the arab provinces in order to think of the
eastern  mediterranean world  as  a  coherent  whole  wide ranging in  scope cities  of  the
mediterranean  explores  diverse  topics  weaving  together  history  sociology  geography
cartography politics and economics early chapters examine the impact of the little ice age
the  global  economy s  shift  from the  mediterranean to  antwerp  and amsterdam early
european perceptions of the eastern mediterranean 19th century harbour building practices
and their impact on the cities and the connections between alexandria izmir and thessalonica
and their vast and diverse hinterlands the book also explores political radicalism in turkey
and elsewhere as well as the illegal trade networks that linked the balkans and adriatic with
the mediterranean and the introduction of new technologies that led to the faster transport
of people goods and information through its penetrating analysis of the various networks
that connected the ports and towns of the mediterranean and their inhabitants throughout
the ottoman period cities of the mediterranean presents the region as a unified and dynamic
community and paves the way for a new understanding of the subject

a grand sweep of history by the late fernand braudel one of the twentieth century s most
influential  historians  memory  and  the  mediterranean  chronicles  the  mediterranean  s
immeasurably rich past during the foundational period from prehistory to classical antiquity
illuminating nothing less than the bedrock of our civilization and the very origins of western
culture essential for historians yet written explicitly for the general reader this magnificent
account of the ebb and flow of cultures shaped by the mediterranean takes us from the
great sea s geologic beginnings through the ancient civilizations that flourished along its
shores moving with ease from mesopotamia and egypt to the flowering of crete and the
early aegean peoples and culminating in the prodigious achievements of ancient greece and
rome braudel conveys in absorbing detail the geography and climate of the region over the
course of millennia while brilliantly explaining the larger forces that gave rise to agriculture
writing sea travel trade and ultimately the emergence of empires impressive in scope and
gracefully written memory and the mediterranean is an endlessly enriching work of history
by a legend in the field
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